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« If any Man be à bunu Chriſtian, not pro- 
« fefſing his Faith openly, but CLOKING and co- \ 

© LORING himſelf, for Fear of Danger in Time to 

* come; he giveth Men Occaſion, juſtly and with 
&« good Conſcience to doubt leſt he have not the Grace „ 
, the Holy Ghoſt within him: becauſe” be is 1 
% TonGUE-TY'D, and does not SPEAK.” | 


* 


* 


1 Homily for Whijundg, Part I; 


8 —— -— 
o & * 


MaTTHEwW iv. 23. 


And JESUS went about all Galilee, teaching in 
their Synagogues, and AE. the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom. | 


T a Time, when the Adverſaries of CHRIST, 
and-of His Church, are leaving no Effort 
untryed to extinguiſh the Knowledge of 

Hi M, and to accompliſh the Demolition of That; 
at a Time, when the Inſidious and the Daring are 
on full Scent after every Meaſure, which Art can 


| ſuggeſt, or Inſolence avow, to ſubvert an Eſtabliſh- 


ment built on the Foundation of the Prophets and 


l Apoſiles, having Jzsus CHRISTH Himſelf for its 


Chief Corner-Stone ; it eminently behoves Thoſe, ' 
whom Providence hath ſtationed as Watchmen upon 
the Walls of Sion, to ſound the needful Alarm, and 
to put Gop's profeſiing People on their Guard, 
leſt, being led away with the Error of the Wicked, 
they fall from their own Stedfaſtneſs. 
With a View to drive a Nail in the Ark; and 


to ſhew my Willingneſs at leaſt, to contribute ſome- 


thing, tho' ever ſo little, toward a Purpoſe ſo im- 
portant; I have, on this public Occaſion, made 


Choice of the Words now read: to which I was 


* = 


[#3 
the rather induced, as they naturally open a Way 
for pointing out What thoſe Doctrines are, or what. 
that Goſpel of the Kingdom is, which were taught 
and preached by HM Ho ſpake as never Man 
ſpake. 

The Intentional Deſtroyers af our National 
Church profeſs a mighty Veneration for the Scrip- 
tures : and are perpetually crying out, in the much- 
proſtituted Words of the celebrated Chillingworth, 
The Bible, the Bible is the Religion of Pro- 
e teſtanis.“ It is certain, that the Bible ought to 
be the Religion of all Proteſtants : but it is na 
leſs certain, that there are ſome Proteſtants, whoſe 
Religion has no more Concord with the Bible, than 
Belial has with CHRIST. Witneſs the Gentlemen, 
who aſſemble, at the Feathers Tavern in the Strand, 
for the laudable Purpoſe of ſmiting their Mother 
under the fifth Rib. Surely, the Bible is act the 
Religion of ſuch Proteſtants! If they revered, the 
Original, would they ſeek to demoliſh the Tran» 
ſcript? If they regarded the Fountain, would 
they labor, firit, to poiſon, and then to cut off, the 
Stream ? I wiſh, the true Cauſe of their Enmity 
againſt the Vine, may not be an Hatred of the 
facred Soil in which it grows. They would, per- 
haps, love the Church better, if the Bible and the 


Church were leſs agreed. No unprejudiced Per- 


ſon will cenſure this Apprehenſion, as haſty and 
uncharitable ; who conſiders the extreme Thinneſs 
h ; | of 


ck 


of- that Partition, by which Sociniani ſin and Hh | 


delity are divided from each other. 

That the whole Chain of Doctrines, compriz'd ir in 
our public Standards as a Church, are perfe#ly co- 
incident with that Syſtem of Religious Truths which 


Gop the Son made the grand Subjects of His own 


PERSONAL MINISTRY on Earth; will, I hope, be 
ſufficiently prov'd, in the Courſe of our preſent 


Enquiry. Nor do I think, that the Meditations, 
even of this Reverend and reſpectable Aſſembly - 


can be directed into a more ſuitable Channel, than 
by briefly reviewing the firſt Principles of the Doc- 


trine of Cax1sT , as declared and aſſerted by that 


Adorable Perſon in whom are bid all the Treaſures 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge >, Permit me, there- 
fore, my Honored Brethren, to put you in Re- 
membrance of theſe. Things, though, I would wiſh to 
take for granted, that many of us already now 
them; and that ſome of us are eſtabliſhed in the 
preſent Truth. The Articles of the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints ©, are not Points of idle Cu- 
rioſity, or barren Speculation; but enter deeply 
into our Comfort and Holineſs as Chriſtians: con- 
ſequently, they cannot be too frequently reviewed, 
nor too attentively ſurveyed. Let me likewiſe in- 
timate, That they cannot be pointed out with too 
much Plajnneſs and Sincerity. If Trimming and 
R * and Adulation, be juſtly con- 


ſidered 


„ Hebr. vi. 1. Col. ü. 3. © Jude 3. 
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ſidered as Indications both of Guilt and Meanneſs, 
even in the Common Intercourſe of Civil and Social 
Life; how much deeper Guilt muſt he incur, and 
what tranſcendent Contempt muſt he deſerve, who, 
from ſiniſter Motives of Honor, Intereſt, or Ap- 
plauſe, would dare to temporize in holy Things, 
and either maim the Body of Religious Doctrine 
by a partial Diſplay of it, or veil and diſguiſe it 
with the Cloud of artificial Miſrepreſentation! He 
that hath my Word, let him ſpeak my Word faith- 
fully: for what is the Chaff to the Wheat, ſaith the 
Lord d? An inſpired Prophet hath declared, Curſed 
be he that doth the Work of the Lord deceitfully ©. 
An Apoſtle hath ſaid, Do I ſeek to pleaſe Men? If 
J yet pleaſed Men, ſought to pleaſe them at the 
Expence of Truth, I ſhould not be the Servant of 
Cuxrsr f. Jrsus ChRisr Himſelf hath affirmed, 
Whofoever ſpall be aſhamed of Me, and of my Words, 
1. e. of Me and of my Doctrines, in this adulterous 
and ſinful Generation; of him alſo ſhall the Son of 
Man be aſhamed, 1. e. him ſhall the Son of Man 
difown, when He cometh in the Glory of His Father 
with the holy Angels s. A Denuntiation, this, ſufficient 

d Jer. xxiii. 28. © Jer, xlviii. 10. Gal. i. 10. 
Mark viii, 38, — I was, formerly, well acquainted with 
two worthy Perſons in the Miniſtry, who were eminently 
pious, and extenſively uſeful. One of theſe died in 1759, 
the other, in 1760. I thought, that, if ever any Men in the 
World were faith ul to the Light Gop had given them, Theſe 
were. And yet, in their laſt Illneſſes, they had ſych a feeling 

| Sight 
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to make every Miniſter's Ears to tingle, and his 


Heart to tremble ! — Be it ſo, then, that a faith- 
| Wl 


Sight of their paſt Unfaithfulneſs, as almoſt reduced them, 
for a Time, to a Deſpair of Salvation, The former of them 


ſaid, he © only wiſhed to live, that he might baue an Opportunity _ 


« of preaching the Goſpel in a fuller Manner than he had ever yet 
* done.” The latter cryed out, in an Agony of Diſtreſs, 
« Gop hides the Light of His Face from my Soul, and is putting 
« ze to Bed in tbe Dark, becauſe, out of a daſiardly Complaiſance 


to fome of my Hearers, 1 hae not daæbelt ENOUGH pon the 


« Doctrines of GRACE, in the Courſe of my public Miniſtrations * 
inſtancing, particularly, in the Doctrine of Election; “ In which 
« Doctrine, added he, {now ſee ſuch à Glory, as I never 


4 „ ſaw before. Yet, both were good Men, and went off com- 
fortably at laſt: tho' not 'till they had been led through a 


tedious, diſmal Wilderneſs of keen Remorſe and diſtreſſing 
Conflicts. A Death-bed makes even the Children of Gop 


themſelves feel the Importance of Divine Things, with a 
Force, which they rarely, if ever, feel, till Then. Such as 
ſuppreſs and keep back any Part of Chriſtian Doctrine, either 
through Fear of Men, or to curry the Favor of Men; and 


conſult their own Eaſe, Advancement, or Reputation, at the 
Coſt of Truth and of Souls; have a tremendous Valley of 
Pain and Horror to paſs through, e'er they reach the King- 
dom of Heaven. If ſaved at all, it will be as by Fire, i, e. 
in a Way of Anguiſh and Difficulty. The Blood of Souls 


ſtains deep. — Well, therefore, might the Apoſtle Paul de- 


clare, Woe -is me, if 1 preach not the Goſpel, 1 Cor. ix. 16. 
Thrice happy are they, who can add, with Him, Neither 


count I my Life dear unto myſelf, fo that I might finiſh my Courſe 
«with Foy, and the Miniſtry which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, te tei THE Gos PEL oF THE Grace of GOD. 


I take you to Record, this Day, that I am pure from the Blood of 
all Men: for I have not ſhunned to declare unto you ALL the Coun- 


W/74 of Gop., Acts xx. 24, 26, 27. 
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ful Exhibition of the whole Counſel of Gov; ſo far 


as He has been pleaſed to revele it, may expoſe 


His Meſſengers to the Riſque of being deemed 
unfaſhionable Preachers. I truft, we are neither to 


be © raviſhed with the Whiſtling,” nor frightened 
by the Phantom; of a Name. For my own Part, 
was it poſſible for me to preach before the whole 
Univerſe at once, I would make no Sctuple to ac- 
knowledge it as my Heart's Defire and Prayer, that 
I may never be ahamed of the Goſpel of Cars b, 


and that the Doctrines of Grace may never be out 
of Faſhion with me, ſo long as they remain in the 


Bible. I wiſh to aſſert the Truth, the whole Truth, 


and nothing but the Truth; and _ Gop to take 


Care of Conſequences. 


After what has been tb it may be 8 
fluous to add, that the brief Hints which enſue; 


though delivered with Firmneſs, and under the 
ſtrongeſt Conviction of their Truth and Importance, 
will yet be offered with all poſſible Humility ; and 
I doubt not of their being received with Candor : 
eſpecially, ſince I will venture to be quite confi- 


dent, That Face does not anſwer Face in a Glaſs 


with greater Exactneſs, than the poſitive Determi- 
nations of our own Church correſpond to the Voice 


of Scripture, reſpecting the Points that follow. 


The Object, then, of our preſent Attention, is, 
To weigh the Principles of the Church of England 


in 


5 Rom. i. 16. 


—_— 


1 9 Þ 
in the Balance of the Sanctuary, by examining, 
Fhat were thoſe Dottrines, which the LorD of Life 
and. Glory made it His . Bu neſs to e * 


His Continuance on Earth 2 +: 


In elucidating this Queſtion, L ſhall endeavor 


to be as brief as poſſible: if, however, I ſhould 
find myſelf unavoidably obliged to treſpaſs on your 


Time, beyond the Limits which Cuſtom ordina- 
rily aſſigns on theſe. occaſions; I hope; the Extent 


and Importance of the Subject will conciliate your 
| Patience, and plead my Excuſe. I begin, 


1. with the Divine Inſpiration of the Writings «-. 
the Old Teſtament. The Authenricity of thoſe in- 
eſtimable Books has received the repeated Sanction, 
of CHRIS T's unerring Atteſtation. ' Beginning at 
Moſes and all the Prophets, He expounded unto them 


in all the Scriptures the Things concerning, Himſelf h. 


Thoſe Writings He frequently quoted, and to 


them He frequently appealed, as. ſacred and in- 


fallible: Al Things, ſaid He, muſt be fulfilled, which 
were written in the law of Moſes, and in the Pro- 
phets, and in the Pſalms, concerning Mei. Thither 
He directed the Study of his Diſciples: Search the 
Scriptures, for in them ye think, and are right in 
thinking, that ye have eternal Life; theſe are they 


that teſtify of Me K. When He declares, that the 
| Scripture cannot be broken", hat is it, but to lay, 


6c The Old Teſtament 18 divine: the Facts it re- 
U << Javes.- 


ham. 


b Luke xxiv. 27, 1 Ib. w. 44. k John v. 39, 1 Jb. x. 35. 
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« lates, and the Doctrines it contains, are true? 
« its Prophecies are infallible: and it is eafier for 
% Heaven and Earth to paſs, than for one Tittle of 


„ the Law to fail®?” When tempted in the 
| Wilderneſs of Judza, He foiled the Adverſary 


with Weapons taken from that ſacred Repoſitory : 

It is written a, was His conſtant Reply, and the 
conſtant Shield whereby He extinguiſhed and re- 
pelled the fiery Darts of the Wicked one. — In the 


fame Night wherein He was betrayed, He acknow- 


ledged His Power to command the Attendence of 


Angels for His Deliverance : But how then, ſaid 
He, fhall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it muſt | 
Be? — Seeing, therefore, that all theſe Paſſages 


relate to the Old Teſtament only (for they were 
ſpoken many Years before a Line of the New was 
written), well may the Church declare v, Q In the 
« Name of HoLy ScriPTURE, we do underſtand 
« thoſe Canonical Books of the Ol p aud New Teſta- 
« ment, of whoſe Authority was never any Doubt in 
« the Church.” 


Our Lozp having thus vouchſafed to make the 


Scriptures the Source from whence He drew, and 
the Teſt to which He referred, every Article of 
Faith which He propoſed to Mankind; no Won- 
der that He ſhould, 


II. In perfect Conformity with that unerring 


Standard, aſſert and teach that grand, fundamen- 


tal 


m REL 17. a Matth. iv. 4. 7, 10. 0 16, xxvi. 54. 
9 


11 © 
tal Axiom of all true Religion, viz. ehe Unity of 
the Godhead. We find Him quoting nd ſetting 
His Seal to thoſe Words of Moſes, Hear, O Irael, 
the Lord our God is one Lord. And again, Tho 
ſhalt worſhip 1hE Lord thy Gov, and Him only fhalt 
thou ſerve”, — Here, likewiſe, the Church of Eng- 
land ſpeaks in exact Uniſon with her bleſſed Maſter: 
ce There is but ons living and true GoD; ever- 
« lafting ; withont Body, Parts, and Paſſions ; of 
% infinite Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, the Maker 
© and Preſerver of all Things both viſible und in- 
c vʒſible.“ (Art. I.) — But, tho' CnRISH was care- 
ful to maintain, inviolably, the Unity of the Divine 
Eſence; He was no leſs careful, in the 
III Place, to affert a Plurality of Perſons 18 
#hat Eſſence. As to Himſelf, in particular, He ex- 
preſsly averred, All Things that the Father hath are 
mine the ſame moral Attributes; the ſame na- 
tural Perfections; the ſame Infinity of Exiſtence, 
Glory, and Power. — He aſſociates Himſelf with 
the Father, as Governor of all Things in a Way 
of Providence: My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work ©, Immediately after relating which words, 
the Evangeliſt adds, Therefore the eus, in whoſe 
Hearing this Declaration was made, /ought the more 
zo kill Him, becauſe He had — — ſaid that God 
was his Father, making himſelf £quaL with Gon. 
Conſequently, either CnrIsT, conſidered in his 
B 2 ſuperiot 


* Mark xii. 29. = Matth. iv. 10. * John xvi . 
FJoky v. 17. EEe | 
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ſuperior Character, muſt be, truly and properly, a 


High. We muſt either blaſphemouſly degrade the 


parnerſhip with his earthly Sovereign, by writing, 
4p his public Letters, The King aud IV; — we 


Senſe, and Genius, But the indelicate Scribler of that which 


1 pliance and Improvements : and that the Work of Gon, 


12 1 


Perſon in the Divine Nature; or we muſt file an "+ } 
Accuſation againſt Him, as guilty. of the blackeſt | 
Impiety in claiming an Equality with the Moſt 


Savior of Men infinitely below the Level even of 
that proud and preſumptuous Cardinal u, who was 
deſervedly impeached for putting himſelf into Co- 


: | {+ muſt 55 


uv Molſey. See the Parliamentary Hift. of England, vol. iii. p. 44. 
v Speaks not 4Arminianiſm the ſame audacious Language? 
Does not the Doctrine of Free-wwill, as commonly underſtood 
and received, repreſent Man as Gop's Co- aqjutor, and even as 
a Co-rfficient with his Ma ER? Let the two following Cita- 
tions, from a Brace of modern Free-willers, ſtand as a Sample. 
« Thou art courted by Father, Son, and Spirit, thy Fellow- 8 
* Laborers, for thy Good. To glad all Heaven, aſſert, reſcue, \ 
cc ennoble, and with Bliſs eternal crown thyſelf : for, without 
« thee, in the conſtituted Order of Things, Heaven is unable 
« todo it,” Centaur not Fabul. Let. vi. = The well known 
Author of the preceding Quotation, was a Perſon of Learning, 


follows, unable to ſet his Free-will Idol on Sz/rs, is forced to | 
let it crawl, in a style as Gothic as his Doctrine. One would _ 4 
almoſt imagine, that he inherited the Serpent” s Malediction, i 
Upon thy Belly ſhalt thou go, and Duſt ſhalt thou eat, all the Days 
of thy Life, He roundly tells us, that, in the Converſion of 
St Paul and others,“ The Logp did wait for Man's Com- 


upon the Human Heart, is“ as much dependent,” for its Effi- 


tacy, on the Compliance and Improvements aforeſaid, as the 
Bir th 
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-muſt either do this, or acknowledge the Meſſiah 
to be, what moſt certainly He is, in Concert with 
the Father and the Sacred Spirit; Gop over all, 
bleſſed for ever. When the Jews ſaid to Him, For 


a good Work we ſtone thee not, but for Blaſphemy, 


and becauſe thou, being a Man, makeſt thyſelf Gon *; 


would He not have corre#ed them in a Point of 


ſuch unſpeakable Moment, if they had really m/- 


taken his Meaning? Would He not, like Paul and 


Barnabas at Lyſtra, have diſavowed, with Horror 


and Indignation, all Pretenſſons to Divinity, if He 


had not, in Deed and in Truth, been Divine? 
Would He, like impious Herod, have acquieſced | 
in the ſuppoſed Arrogation of Deity, if He had not 
been Gop and Man in one Perſon ? But fo far was 
He from telling his Accuſers, that they mi/* appre- 
hended his Doctrine, and that He laid no Sort of 
Claim to the Honors of the Godhead; He, on the 
contrary, confirmed the Inference they had drawn, 
by appealing to the Miracles he performed: Tho? 


ye believe nat Me, believe Ze Works, that ye may 


know : 


Birth of Ile was dependent « on n Abraham s Copulation with 
« Sarah,” See Mr. Walter Sellon' 8 Libel on the late Mr. Elis 


Coles, p. 224, and p. 227. 

To ſay nothing of the Groſsneſs, and even Indecency, with 
which the above Libeller conveys his Ideas; I appeal to every 
Reader, whether Welſy's Mode of Expreſſion was not inno- 


cent and humble, when compared with the Aiminian Phra- 


ſeology of God and I 
* John K. . 
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know and believe that the Father is in Me and I in 
Him. Would He have left a poſitive Injunction, 
that all Men ſhould honor the Son, EVEN as they 


honor the Father”; if the Son was not equally Di- 


vine ? How would it ſound, if a Lawgiver was to 
enact, © That all Men ſhould honor the Angel 
* Gabriel (for Inſtance) with the ſame Honor which 
they render to Gop ? * we ſhould tremble with 
Horror : we ſhould be overwhelmed with Conſter- 
nation, at the Prodigiouſneſs of ſuch Impiety. And 
why? Becauſe the Honor due to Gop is peculiar 


to Go, and cannot, without Sacrilege, be trans- 


ferred to any inferior Being. I conclude, there- 
fore, that, ſeeing the Redeemer of Sinners lays 
claim to Divine Honors, He is and muſt be a Di- 


vine Perſon. If not, the Conſequences would be 


dreadful indeed. From the Arian and Socinian 
Hypotheſes, That He is, at moſt, but the firſt and 
higheſt of created Beings, it would follow (I ſpeak 
it with Horror; but follow it inevitably would), 
that the Jews did right, in branding Him for a 
Blaſphemer, and in proſecuting Him as an Im- 
poſtor. There is no poſſible Medium. Either He 
was and ig what He profeſſed to be, © Equal with 


the Father, as touching his Godhead ;” or, He 


mult be deſervedly ranked with the moſt impious 
and execrable of all human Characters. If Cx IS 
were not very and eternal Gop, Chriſtianity would 
be che moſt refined Syſtem of Idolatry, and, con- 
| ſequently, 


y John v. 23, 


I 


ſequently, the moſt exquiſitely Ore Religion, | 


under Heaven. 


Nothing ſhort of Trinity in Unity could joftify : 
the Commiſſion, which our bleſſed LoRD gave to 
his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, to Baptize in the 


Name, or into the Knowledge and Worthip, of zbe 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt . If the 
Son of Gop were not Gop the Son, if the Spirit of 
Gov were not Gop the Spirit, the Adminiſtration 
of Baptiſm in their Name would be an Act of the 
higheſt Profaneneſs and Idolatry. — The Doctrine, 
therefore, of a Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of one 


Divine Nature, is a Doctrine of expreſs Revela- 
tion; a Doctrine of the utmoſt Conſequence; and 


which lyes at the very Root and Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Syſtem. 


In TE omnis Domus inclinata reid? 


Give up This, and you oive up All. The whole 
of Chriſtianity is but an anger W with- 
out it. | | 

Bleſſed be Gop, the Faith of our own. Clark 


reſpecting this capital Point, moſt exactly harmo- 


nizes with the Law and the Teſtimony : for ſhe af- 
firms, That, in Unity of this Godhead, there be 


* three Perſons, of one Subſtance, Power, and Eter. 
+ nity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt *.” 


And, elſewhere, ſhe thus ſpeaks : © That which ce 
2 believe of the Glory of the Father, the Jame aue be- 


8 lieve 
Z Matth. xxviii. 19. Art. 1. 
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« eve of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, without 


& any Difference or Inequality b.“ 
IV. Govp's Everlaſtinr Love to bis People, and 


His gratuitous Election f them to Grace and Glory, 


conſtituted another Branch of that Doctrine, which 
was taught and preached by JEsus ChRISH the 
Righteous. He declared, in a ſolemn Addreſs to 
his Father, made in the Hearing of his Diſciples, 
Thou haſt loved THEM as thou haſt loved ME e. 
Now, the Father's Love to ChRIST was truly and 
properly Eternal. It knew no Commencement, nor 
will know a Period. For it follows, in the very 
next Verſe, Thou lovedſt me before the Foundation of 
the World. Conſequently, if the Father loved his 
People as He loved his Son, He muſt, according 
to our Lon p's own Words, have loved them from 
everlaſting. Hence proceded his Choice and Ap- 
pointment of them in CnRIST to Eternal Life, as 

the End; and to Faith and Sanctification, as the 
Means. That He has ſo choſen and appointed 
them, is evident from the expreſs, repeated De- 
clarations of CHRIST himſelf, I thank Thee, ſays 
He, Holy Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, be- 
cauſe Thou haſt' bid theſe Things from the Wiſe and 
Prudent, and haſt revealed them unto Babes: even ſo, 
Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy Sight d. — Unto 
you it is given to know the Myſteries of the Kingdont 
of Heaven : but to len it 15 not given. Many 


| | are 
© John xvii. 23. 
© Jb. xiii. 11. 


d Communion ks 
4 Matth. xi, 25, 26. 
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are called, But th choſen l. — Shall not Go 
| avenge bis own Ele, who cry Day and Night 
unto Him s? — Rejoice, becauſe your Names are 


written in Heaven. — To fit on my Right Hand and 
on my Left, is not mine to give, except unto thoſe 


for whom it hath been prepared of my Father, — T 
| ſpeak not of yon all: I know whom T have choſen k. 


— There ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts; antl falſe Prophets, 
and ſhall meu 'great Signs and Wonders + inſomuch 


that, if it were poſſible, they ſhould deceive the very 
Elect i. — For the ERAS Sake, whom He hath choſen; i 


He till Horten thoſe Days m, — He all ſerid his 


Angels, and they ſhall gather together bis Elef, from 
e four Winds, from under one End of Heaven to the 
other n. — Come, ye bieſſed of my. Father,” inherit the 
Kingdom er gers for you from the Foundation of ' the 
World o. On which Paſſages, and a Multitude of 


others to the fame Effect, all of which ſtronghy 
aſſert a perſonal and immiitable Election; I do not 
know a more ſcriptural” and judicious Comment, 
than thoſe Words of our own Church: oy Preũdeſti- 
< nation to Life is the Everlaſting Purpoſe of Gow, 
* whereby, before the Foundations of the Wi orld were 
laid, He hath conſtantly decreed, by bis Counſel e. 


« cret t6 us, to deliver from Curſe and Damnation 


an ee bon He Bath en in unis out of | 


c 6 4 E cc Man: 


1 Mattb. xx. 16. £c Loke xviii. OD d Luke x. 20, 
iA orc Sonar, Matth. xx. 23. “ John xiii. 18, 


I Match. xxiv. 24. = JB. xxiv. 22. with Mark xili. 20. = 


A * 


a M. ah. xxiv. 31. 8 0 1b, xxv. 35. 


1 18 3 
Mankind, and to bring them, by CHR 18 , to ever 
<« Iafting Salvation, as Veſſels made to Honor ?.” Of 
theſe <** Veſſels made unto Honor,” ſhe declares 
the Church at large to conſiſt: The true Church,” 
ſays ſhe, © is an Univerſal Congregation: or Fellow- 
% ſhip of Gop's faithful and Ele# People.” Hence, 
in perfect Harmony with Scripture and herſelf, ſhe 
prays, that Gop would “ make: his choſen People 
* ſoyful r; that He would * ſhortly accompliſh the 
Number of his Elec and declares, that A 
« mighty Gop hath uit together his Ele, in one 
<. Communion and Fellowſhip, in the myſtical Bady of 
„ his Son CHRIST our Lord,” Neither doth this 
bleſſed Doctrine, if taken as it is reveled in Scrip- 
ture and as it ſtands from thence adopted by the 
Church, tend, either directly or remotely, to the 
Relaxation of human Diligence, or to the Detri- 
ment of good Works. The Apoſtle hath declared, 
that we are choſen to Salvation through SanZification 
of the Spirit and Belief of the Truth, and No OTHER- 
WISE. And the Church, who juſtly affirms, on 
one Hand, that The godly Confederation of Præ- 
6 deftination, and of our Election in CHR IST, 7s full 
cc of feveet, | pleaſant, and unſpeakable Comfort ts 
te godly Perſons ' takes Care, on the other, to 
remind her, Children, i in the ſecond Homily on 
Ars giving that it is © By their OskDIEN OE 
| | * unto 
y Art. 17. 4 ' Hom, for Whitſ. P. 1. Daily Service. 


Funeral Office. « Collect for All- Saints Day, -* 2 Theſſ- 
25. » Art. 17, ; | 
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« unto Gop that they DECLARE openly and nani- 
« feftly, to the Sight of Men, that they ARE the Sons 
, Gov, and EIER of Him unto Salvation. 
V. The Covenant of Grate and Redemption, which 
ſubſiſted between the Three Divine Perſons, before 
all Worlds, in Behalf of the Church and People 
of Gop; held a diſtinguiſhed Place in that Scheme 
of Doctrine preached by the Loxp from Heaven. 
He termed his precious Blood, 7 he Blood of the 
new Covenant: becauſe He ſhed i it in Conſequence | 
of his own voluntary Stipulation with the Father 
and Spirit. He told his Diſciples, 7 covenant 4 
Kingdom unto you, as my Father covenanted unto me 
A little before his laſt Sufferings, He ſaid, Father, 
the Hour is come I: the tremendous, the important 
Hour, agreed and fixed upon, when the Coanſel 
of Peace was between us . T have JOS the 
Work 


„Called © The new Covtrant,” not in Reſped of its Date 
(for it is truly and properly eterna/), but with Reſpect to the 
Revelation of it to Adam, The Covenant of Grace, made 
with Cnkisr before all Worlds {Gal. in. 16. 2 Tim. i. 9. 
Tit. i. 2.), was not diſcovered and made known to our firſt 
Parents, till ater they had broken the Covenant of Works: 
which latter, being ir reveled, is therefore ſtyled The o 
Covenan;, Adverting to which important Diſtinction, i. e. 
with a View (not to the \ani/zftatton, but to the real Dat: 
of the Covenant of Redemption, the Apoſtle terms the Blaod * * 

at Cuxisr The Blood of the EVERLASTING Covenant. OW 

xiii. 20. I 


. Oiarib e 2 2 xaebios Ahe, Luke xxii, 72 
1 John xvii. 1. 
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Fork which thou gaveſt me to do*; and which Is pro- 
miſed to execute, when, I e into Covenant 
with. Thee for the Salvation of loft Sinners. One 
of the laſt Words, He uttered on the Croſs, was 
It is finiſhed*: I have accompliſhed all my fœde- 
ral Engagements, and completed the Deſigns of 


Grace, for which zhe Lord Gop and his Spirit ſent 


me * into the World. 

Nor does our excellent Eſtabliſhment loſe Sight 
of this momentous Article, She makes expreſs 
Mention of Gop's * Counſel ſecret to ust. She 
declares, that RIS T ** took upon Him, or en- 
gaged and ſtipulated, “to deliver Man d. She 
directs us to © give moſt humble and hearty T Hanks 
“ to Gon, the Fatber, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
&« for the Redemption of the World by the Death 
« of Cug1sT*:” becauſe that Redemption was 
founded on a previous Treaty, in which all the 


Three Perſons were mutually concerned. F or, 


what was the Covenant of Grace, but the concur- 
ring Will and Determination of Father, Son, and 
Spirit, to ſave Sinners by the Intervention of a 
Mediator? When the Fullneſs of Time was come, 
te 7hat is, ſays our Church, the Perfection and Courſe 
« of Years ApPPOIN TED from the Beginning, then 
4 'Gop, according to his farmer Covenant and Pra- 
Fe miſe, ſent a Me _ She adds, that © CHRIST 
e 
2 John vi „ xix. 30. d Taj. xlviii. 16 
e Art. 7. Te Deum. © Communion Service. 


FHonuly on the Nativity. 


Har ] 

the Sen of Gon did, bythe. APPOINTMENT of 
« his Father, come down from Heaven to be wounded 
te for our Saftes s: and reminds us, elſewhere, that 
our Freedom is. ptirch ed with the Price of the 
0 precious; Blood: of JESUS CHRIST, who WAS or. 
„ dained to the ſame Purpoſe BEFORE THE WORLD 
© was MaDE*,” The Covenant of Redemption 
proceded on a certain and infallible Fore-ſight of 


the Fall of Man. Hence we need not wonder, 


VI. That CnRI1Sr took Care to inculcate the 
Doctrine of Original Sin. He plainly alluded to 
the Event of the Temptation in Paradiſe, when He 
termed the Inſtrument of it @ Lyar, and a Murderer 


from the Beginning *. In declaring, That which is 


born of the Fleſh is Fleſh k, He gives us to under- 


ſtand, that all Mankind are, by Nature, deſtitute 
af that moral Image of Gob in which their firſt 


Father was created. He repreſents this univerſal, 
hereditary Corruption of the human Race as the 
Source from whence every actual Sin procedes : 


| From WITHIN, out of the H RAR of Men, procede 


evil Thoughts, Adulteries, - Fornications, Murders, 
7 befts, Covetouſneſs, Deceit, Laſciviouſneſs, an evil 
Eye, Blaſphemy, Pride, Fooliſpneſs; all theſe evil 
Things come FROM WITHIN, and defile the Man l. 


Well, therefore, might He obſerve to Nicodemus, 


Marvel not that I Jon's unto —_ Je. MUST be bern 
again ; 


Second Hom, on * Pa fern, D Hom, on the Reſurrection. 
3 John viii. 44. * Jb. ü. 6. Mark vii. 21— 23. 


E 
again; for, except a Man BE born again, born fm 
above, inwardly and outwardly renewed by the 
ſupernatural Power of the bleſſed Spirit, whoſe pu- 
rifying Agency reſembles that of Water, he cannot 
fee the Kingdom of Gop m: he can neither be a Sub- 
ject of the Kingdom of. Grace here, nor have a 
Part and Lot in the Kingdom of Glory hereafter. 
Warranted by theſe expreſs and folemn Aſſevera- 
tions of CHRIST, the Church affirms, that, Ori- 
e ginal, or Birth-Sin, is the Fault and Corruption of 
the Nature of every Man who naturally is en- 
& gendered of the Offspring of Adam; whereby Man 
« is [quam longiſſimè] gone as far as poſſible from 
„ original Righteouſneſs, and is of his own Nature 
&« inclined to evil u.“ So, in the firſt Part of the 
Homily for Whit-funday, ſhe draws this double 
Portrait of Man in the State of Nature, and of 
Man in a State of Grace: Man of his own Na- 
« ture is fieſhly and carnal, corrupt and naught, fin- 
« ful and diſobedient to Gop; without any Spark of 
4 Goodneſs in bim, without any virtuous or godly 
« Motion, only g den to evil Thoughts and wicked 
« Deeds. As for the Works of the opirit, the Fruits 
% of Faith, charitable and godly Motions; if be have 
any at all in him, they procede only of the Holy 
* Ghoſt, who is the only Warker of our Santtification, 
« end mn keth us new Men in CHRIST Jesus. Such 
&« 7s the Peer of the Holy Ghojt to regenerate Men, 
aud, as it were, 10 bring them ferihb anew; ſo that 
Ea _ $. they 


" Jckn i. 3.5.7 A. 9. 


it 122]. . 
H α ball be kay like the Men they were | be: G 
e fares? 16 
VII. \Pardes oft Sin Fo thi + Saerifc of himſelf, and 
J the Atonement of. bis bon propitiatory Sufferings 
en Death, was another of ahoſe Truths which He | 
taught and*preached, 1, 0m, 
+: Priot to Adam's Fall, the. Low 4 :nfiſted 9 on 


2 meſs,- perſeutring Obediente, as tlie Term and 


Condition of our ultimate Salvation. But, Man 
being fallen, the Law ſteps in with another De- 
mand on us, a Demand ſuper-added to the for- 
mer: namely, that we ſuffer that Penalty, which 
the broken Covenant of Works denounces againſt 
. Every one who 'CoNTINUBTH not in all Things that 
are written in the Book of the Law to do them. 
From this Penalty, nothing could exempt us, but 
the \Subſtitution of Jesus' CnRIST to bear it in 
our Stead. And, bleſſed be the Riches of his 
Grace, He, who' knew. no Sin, was made Sin, a Sin- 
bearer and a Sin-offering, for us; that 4ve might 
ze made the Righteouſneſs of Gov in Him. He hath 
redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, by his own 
Blood, being made a Curſe for us. Hence, He averred, 
that his Blood was ſhed for many, for the Remiſſion 
.of Sins o: and that the Son of Man came not to be 
miniſtered unto, but to miniſter, and to give his Life, 
evriaoreo, 4 ſubſtitutionary Ranſom for many?. In 
exactly the ſame Point of View does the Church 
conſider the Nature and Efficacy of his atoning 
. | . Blood. 


9 Matth. wok 26. „ N. xx. 28. 
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Blood. cc He came,” ſays Our 15th Article; cc to 


&« Je the Lamb without Spot, who, by Sacrifice of 
& himſelf once made, fbould take away the. Sins of 


© the World.” She teſtifies; that Gong gave _ oy 


&« only Son to be unto u @ SACRIFICE for Sin, 

well as an Example of godly Life a: and; treat- 
ing profeſſedly of the . perfect Redemption;” | ac- 
compliſhed by his moſt precious Death; avers, that 
« There is no other — for Sin, but That 


« gone r. 5 


VIII. The ifcation of Sitters by his own In- 


puted Righteouſneſs, is, likewiſe, a Doctrine which 
Jzesvs taught. Juſtification is that gracious Act 
of Gop, by which he reckons and eſteems àa Per- 
ſon perfectly Righteous; and finally rewards him 


as ſuch, Now; Gov, whoſe Judgment is always 
according to Truth *, can never deem any Man per- 


fectly righteous, who is not, in ſome way or other, 


poſſeſſed of a perfect Righteouſneſs, But, all 
Mankind being tainted with original Defilement, 
which even the Grace of Regeneration does not fully 
exterminate during the preſent Life; ſince, in our 
native State, we are totally ſinfull, and, in our 
renewed State, ſanctified but in Part; it follows, 


that no Man is, in himſelf, completely righteous. 


As, therefore, Forgiveneſs of Sin can only flow to 
us through the Channel of CaziT's imputed Suf- 
ferings ; ſo, Juſtification, or —_— with Gon, 


Collect for the ſecond Sunday aſter Eaſter 
TW Ih Rom. ii. 2, 


, 
r 


4) 
tan only flox to us through the Channel of Cur 137's 
imputed Obedience. 


By Imputation, I mean Gop's gee Placing 


That to our Account, which we did NOT perſonally 
do. Whoever denies. the Imputation of CRRIST's 


Sufferings to us Men, is a Socinian, in the eſſential 
Import of the Word. And whoever denies the - 
Imputation of ChRIST'Ss own perſonal: Obedience, 


muſt, to be conſiſtent, deny the Imputation of 
CHRIST's own perſonal Sufferings, You muſt ad- 


mit the Imputation of Both, or you virtually diſ- 


allow the Imputation of Either: for, if it be 
deemed unreaſonable; that Gop ſhould jufify Sin- 
ners by a Righteouſneſs which they themſelves did 
not perform; what will become of that Doctrine, 


which affirms, that Sinners are pardaned through a 
| Ranſom which they themſelves did not pay, and by 


a Death which hey themſelves did not undergo? 


| Explode, therefore, the Imputation of CurisT's 


Righteouſneſs, and we are, that Inſtant, in the very 
Gall of Socinianiſm-: for the Atonement itſelf ſtands 
on one and the ſame Baſis with the other: The 
Language of the Moral Law is inflexibly this: 
% 'T hou Halt love the Lord thy Gop, with ALL thy 


« Heart, and with all thy Mind, and with all thy ; 
« Strength ; and thou ſhalt love thy Neighbor as 
* DT HYSRLF« Do Tris, and live: but, if thou 
© fin, thou dyeſt. Obey me perfe#ly, and I pro- 
e nounce thee juſtified: break me in any one Point, 

„ « and 
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and I pronounce you condemned as guilty of 
„ ALL.“ But where is the Man (Cax1sT only 
excepted), who ever did love Gop with all his 
Heart and Strength? where is the Perſon who 
practically loves his Neighbor as himſelf, and who 
has never broke the Law ſo much as in one Point? 
Conſequently, not a ſingle Deſcendent of Adam 
can be juſtified by his own Obedience to the Moral 
Law. We muſt, if juſtified at all, be cloathed, 
by Imputation, with the Obedience of Him who 
alone, ſtrictly ſpeaking, fulfilled all Righteouſneſs ; 
or yielded ſuch a Conformity to the Law, as was 
perfect in all its Parts, and perfect in the higheſt 
Degree. Hence He directs us to ſeek firſt the 
Kingdom of Gop, and H1s Righteouſneſs *: the King- 


dom of Gop the Son, as our Portion, and an In- 


tereſt in the Righteouſneſs of Gop the Son, as the 
procuring Cauſe of it. He ſhewed the utter Im- 
poſſibility of being juſtified by human Works, and 
the abſolute Neceſſity of our being cloathed with 
a better Righteouſneſs than our own, in thoſe Parts 
of his Sermon on the Mount, wherein He ex- 
plained the Spirituality and Extent of the Moral 
Law. By declaring, That cauſeleſs and immode- 
rate Anger are Murder *, in the Eſtimation of Gop; 
That mere Concupiſcence is Adultery *, in the Eye of 
Uncreated Purity; and That even to ſpeak a con- 
zemptuous Word to our Neighbor, brings us, ac- 
cording to the ſtrict Tenor of Gop's perfect Law, 

in 


Matth. vi. 33. t . v. 21, 22, 27, 28. 


1 27 1 


in Danger of Hell-fire u; He gives us to 3 
ſtand, that by the e the Law no Fleſh living 
can be juſtified. When our Lon p ſpeaks of that 


I/edding-Garment *, by which we have free Acceſs 


unto the Father; and of that beſt Robe, in which 


his repenting People ſtand faultleſs before the 
Throne; He means, I dare believe, that Righteouſ- 
eſs of GoD incarnate, which is To all and upon 
ail them that believe). Very expreſs is the Deci- 
ſion of the Church, concerning this eſſential Branch 
of Chriſtian Doctrine: Me are accounted Righteous 
« before Gon, ONLY for the Merit of our Lord and 
& Savior JESUS CurisT;, by Faith; and not for 


* our own Works or Deſervings*.” She lays it 


down as a moſt certain Truth, that Gop made 
« His bleſſed Son obedient to the Law for Man: 
She quotes, and adopts, that Remark of St. Bafil, 
that Paul gloryed in the Contempt of his own 
« Righteouſneſs, and that he looked for the Righteouſ- 


cc neſs of (op by Faith 11 Nay, the affirms, in ſo 


many Words, that CHRIST is now tþe Rig hteouſ- 
&« neſs of all them who truly believe in Him. He for 
ce them paid their Ranſom, by his Death; He for 
« them fulfilled the Law, in his Life; ſo that now, 
& in Him and by Him, every true Chriſtian Man may 
« be called a Fullfiller of the Lame. Supported 


by ſuch poſitive Evidence, I will venture to pro- 


D2 +. naqunce, 
u Matth. v. 22. w B. xxii. 11, 12. * Luke xv. 22. 
y Rom. iii. 22. 2 Art. 11, Coll. for the Circume. 


>» Hom, of Salvat. Part 2. bid. Part 1. 
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1 
nounce, that the Man, who denies Juſtification by 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of CnRIST, is, in the 
ſtricteſt Acceptation of the Term, a PrssEN TER 
from the Church of England. Every real Member 
F that Church will and does adopt that uſual Say- 
ing of one of its brighteſt Ornaments,“ Had 1 all 
&« the Faith of the ParRIARens, all the Zeal of the 
te PROPHETS, all the good Morks of the'AposTLES, 
“ all the holy Sufferings of the Manx Tyxs, and all 
<« the glowing Devotion of the Srxrapns; I would 
« diſclaim the whole, in Point of Dependence, 


* and count all but Droſs and Dung, when com- 


% pared with the infinitely precious Death and the 


“ infinitely meritorious Rightcouſnels of Ixsus 


* CnxISTH my Lord.” 
IX. The Doctrine of Efe#ual — wy” Con: 
wverfion by the Influence of inſuperable Grace, flands 


high on the Liſt of the Doctrines taught by CHRIST. 


All that the Father giveth me ſhall come to me, or 
be made to believe 'in me, to the Saving of their 
Souls. The Hour is coming, and now is, when the 
Dead, the Dead in Sin, ſhall hear the Voice of the 
Sen of Gop ; and, hearing, they ſhall live®: live to 
Gop, below; and live with Gop, when their Spi- 
rits return to Him that gave them. Other Sheep 
7 have, which are not of this Fold, who are not 


within the Pale of Judaiſm; hem alſo I muſt bring, 
and they Hall bear my Fee «as there ſhall be one 


Flock 
. 32 Vi. 37. . v. 2 5. . 'G ———_ Cnoollea, 
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0 and one Sbephord f, To the ſame Effect ſpeaks 
the Church: Wherefore they that be indued with 
© g excellent à Benefit of God, be called, according 
0 Gop's Purpoſe, by his Spirit working in due 

* $2afon t. Nor can any Thing be more truly 
Apoſtolical, chan chat ſolemn Caveat, which ſhe 
enters againſt the imaginary Powers of Free- will, 
in the firſt Part of the Homily. concerning Re- 
pentance : «© Even ſo muſt we beware and take heed, 
that wwe do in no wiſe think in our Hearts, imagine, 
* or believe, that we are able to repent aright, or 
* yo turn effeftually unto the LorD, by our own 
* Might and Strength. For this muſt be veryfied in 
ail Men, Without Me ye can do nothing. Again: 
% Of ourſelves we ate not able ſo much as to think 
« a: good Thought. And, in another Place, It is 
40 Gop that worketh in us both the WiLL and the 
% Drzp, For this Cauſe, although Feremy had ſaid 
be before, If thou return, O Iſrael, return unto me, 
* faith the Loa p; yet, afterwards, be ſaith, Turn 

« THOU me, O Lokp, and I sMAIIL be turned, 
for Thou art the Lord my Gop. And tbere- 
* fore that antient Writer and holy Father Ambroſe, 
doth plainly affirm, that The Turning of the 
* Heart unTo Gop is or Gop : as the Lord bims 
ſelf doth teſtify by his Prophet, ſaying, And 1 
„ will c1yz thee an Heart to know Me, that 1 
* am the Loxd; and they $HaLL be my People, 
* and I wiLL be their Gop : for they $HALL re- 
turn 


a 


La, 


* 


6 


- 


FF. 


1 John x. 16. 1 Art, 7. 


> ATI 
cc turn to Me, with their whole Heart.” — In her 
public Addreſſes toGop, the Church acknowledges, 
that it is from Him * All holy Defires, all good 
& Counſels, and all juſt Works, do procede hb: and 
that it is He © Mb MAK ETH us both to wiLL and 
& 7o po thoſe Things that be good ans 2 o 


« his Divine Majeſty '.”* 
Inſeparable from the Grace of Effectual Calling, 


are, 
X. The ſan#ifying Agency and conſtant Inhabitation | 
of the Holy Spirit in the Hearts of them that believe. 
| Cyrus is reported to have ſaid to Craſus, The 
« Cheſts, in which I keep my Riches, are the 
« Hearts and Affections of my People.” With 
ſtill greater Truth may it be ſaid, that the Souls 
of the Regenerate are the Repoſitories, in which 
Gop lays up the Riches of his Grace. His beſt 
Treaſure is in the Hearts of his People : for there 
HimszLF reſides. FI depart, ſaid CHRIST, I 
will ſend the Comforter unto you: and when He is 
come, He will convince the World, i. e. the Elect, 
Believing World, of Sin, and of Righteouſneſs, and 
of Judgement *. He convinces of Sin, by making 
his People ſenſible of their native Unbelief and 
total Sinfulneſs. He convinces of Righteouſneſs, 
by pointing out to their View, and leading them 
to rely upon, that vicarious Obedience of One, even 
of CnRIST, through the Imputation of which, 
| | many 


_— q 
I—— —_ 8 "ox 
* 2 — 2 — — — 
* 


Þ Daily Evening Service. Confirmation Office, 
* John xvi. 8. . | | | 


* 


many are made righteous | before Go. He con- 


vinces of Judgement, by turning the Soul from 


dead Works, to ſerve the living and true Gop. 


Satan is, as it were, brought to the Bar; judged; 


found guilty of Uſurpation ; and depoſed ® from 
the Throne of the converted Sinner's Heart : who, 


from thenceforward, is enabled to live, not to him- 
ſelf, but to the Glory of that Savior who died for 
him and roſe again. 

Nor does the Bleſſed Seien ceaſe to dwell in 
thoſe who are born again of Him. I will pray 
the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, 
that be may abide with you FOREVER; even the Spi- 
rit of Truth, whom the World cannot receive, becauſe 


it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him : but ye know 


vim; for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you n. 
Nor muſt we conſider this Promiſe as peculiar to 


the Apoſtles: for the gracious Promiſer declares, 


He that believeth on Me as the Scripture hath ſaid; 
5 out 
I Rom. v. 19. ws | 
m When King Richard IT. was EXE) by Pailioinnt and 
the Crown adjudged to the Duke of Lancaſter; what was the 
Conſequence ? the Nation were convinced of Judgement: 1. e. 


convinced of the Judgement, or Sentence of Deprivation, 
which had paſſed on the former King ; and that their Alle- 


giance was, from thenceforward, transferred to another So- 


vereign, Much ſuch a Revolution, ſpiritually ſpeaking, enſues 
in the Hearts and Lives of thoſe, who, by the Energy of re- 
newing Grace, are turned from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
: Power of Satan unto Gov, 

n John xiv. 16, 17, 


L 32 "6 

27 of bis Heart ſhall flaw Rivers of living Mater 3 
his Conſolations ſhall abound, and the overflowing 
Streams of practical Godlineſs ſhall enrich and 
adorn the Whole of his Converſation : this ſpake 
He of the Spixir, which they that believe en Him 
Hola receive. | 

This Divine Influence, its intrinſic Edicaey, and 
practical Effects, are ſtrongly recognized by our 
National Church. She teaches us to pray, that 
< we, being regenerate, and made the Children of 
« Gop by Adoption and Grace, may daily be renewed 
by the Holy Spirit,” that we may, by the ſame 
* Spirit, have a right Judgement in all Things, and 
* evermore rejoice in his holy Comfort v.“ She de- 
ſcribes © godly Perſons” to be ſuch as © feel in 
te themſelves the Working of the Spirit of Chkisr, 
« mortifying the Deeds of the Fleſh, and drawing up 
<« their Minds to high and heavenly Things a.“ She 
avers, that, by the Bleſſed Spirit of Gop, © the 
% hole Bogy of the Church is governed and ſancti. 
« fed”;” and adopts this Acknowledgement for 
her own, No Man can know thy Pleaſure, except 
« Thou giveſt Wiſdom, and ſendeſt thy Holy Spirit 
« from above. Send him down, therefore, from the 
% holy Heavens, and from the Throne of thy Ma- 
« jefty, that he may be with me, and labor with me, 


«* that 00 J may know what is acceptable before Thee. 
From 
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0 . vii. 38, 39. v Coll, for Chriſtmas Day, and for 
Whitſunday, 4 Art, 17, = Second Coll. for Good-Friday, 
* Hom, tor Rogat. Part 3. 8 
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From this Government and SanAtification of the 
Holy Spirit, procedes; 

XI. That never-failing Stream of Good Works, 
which CHRIST ſo conſtantly enforced, and which 
all true Believers are ſo careful to maintain. Every 
good Tree, ſays our Lord, every Soul made good by 
the Grace of Gop, bringeth forth good Fruit *. — 
Ye are my Friends, if ye do whatſoever I command 
wou u. — He that hath my Commandments, and keepeth 
THEM, he it is that loveth me v. Nor does the | 
Church ſpeak a different Language: Here is 
* now that Glaſs, wherein thou muſt behold thyſelf, 
sand diſcern, whether thou hajt the Holy Ghoſt with- 
* in thee, or the Spirit of the Fleſh. If thou ſee 
& that thy Works be virtuots and good, conſonant to 
% the preſcript Rule of Gop's Word, ſavoring and 
% zafting, not of the Fleſh, but of the Spirit; then 
« offure thyſelf, that thou art endued with the Holy 
“ Ghoſt : otherwiſe, in thinking well of thyſelf, thou 
“ daſt nothing elſe but deceive thyſelf x. 

XII. That real Sanctiflcation and good Works 
are crowned with the Grace of final Perſeverance, 
is moſt expreſsly taught by CHRIST. My Sheep 
hear my Voice, and I know them, and they follow 
Me : and I give unto them eternal Life, and they 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of 
my Hand. My Father, who gave them Me, 7s greater 
than all, and none is able to pluck them cut of ] 
| | Father's 


t Matth. vii. by u John xv. 14. w [þ. xiv, 21. 
* Hom, for Whitſunday, Part 1. | 


„„ ns 
Father's Hand v. As for thoſe who fall away from 
the Profeſſion they once made, our Loxp roundly 

aſcribes it to their having had 0 Root in them- 
ſelves * they had the Appearance of Grace, but 
not the Truth of Grace. Hence He will declare, 
to thole on his Left Hand, ' Depart from me, ye 
Workers of Iniquity ; 1 NEVER knew you * : whereas, 
if any of thoſe that periſh had, once, favingly 
known him and been known by him, they might 
retort, * Yes, Lorp, thou didf know us once, 
and wwe knew thee, prior to our making Ship- 
« wreck of Salvation.” But this will be impoſſible 
for any of them to ſay. Conſequently, the Doc- 
trine which affirms the Perpetuity of Grace, ſtands 
immovable on the Pillars of infallible Truth. No 
wonder, then, that the Church ſhould aſſert, 
„CHRIST Jesus, the Prophets, the Apoſtles, and 
“all the true Miniſters of bis Mord; yea, every Jot 
« and Tittle in the holy Scripture ; have been, are, 
« and ſhall be for ever more, the Savor of Life unto 
«© ETERNAL Life, unto ALL thoſe whoſe Hearts Gor 
e hath 


y John. x. 27, 28, 29. 2 Mark iv. 17. 

2 Then will I C õᷣuoxs ſus ] SOLEMNLY AVER ante them, I NEVER 
Leere] at any Time knew you: Matth. vii. 23, That 
eucx:ſew is ſometimes rendered by adfirmo, teſtor, woveo, ſtands 
'in no Need of Proof, What a ſhocking Tenet, then, muſt 
That be, which affirms the Defectibility of real Grace, in 
direct Contrariety to that public and ſolemn Afeveration, which 
CarsT himſelf will make, at the laſt tremendous Audit, in 
the Hearing of Angels and Men ? 


1 V 

© hath purified by TRUE Faith b.“ Nor does this 
View of Things open (as is falſely affirmed) a 
Door to Diſobedience and Remiſsneſs. It no more 
follows, becauſe a true Chriſtian cannot fall finally 
from Grace, that he may therefore come down from 
his Watch- Tower and commit Sin with © Safety; 


than it will follow, that our Loxp might have 


thrown himſelf from the Battlements of the Temple, 
becauſe it was written that Gop would give his 
Angels Charge concerning Him to bear Him in their 
Hands, And how can it be thought, that this im- 
portant Truth leads to Licentiouſneſs, when we 
lay down this as a fundamental Maxim, that none 
have any Shadow of Pretence to conſider them- 

ſelves intereſted in the Bleſſing of Perſeverance, but 
thoſe only, who manifeſt that Intereſt, by being 
inwardly conformed to God, and outwardly obſer: 
vant of his Commandments? 


XIII. The Doctrine of Gop's unlimited, particu- 


lar Providence, in the Support, Government, and 
Direction, of all Things without Exception, makes 
an eminent Branch of the Chriſtian Syſtem, as 
taught by Cuxisr. We find him thanking his 
Fader. as the LoRD of Heaven ond Earth a. i, We 


hear 


b Hom, on certain Places of Scripture, 

% He <vonld be mad indeed,” ſays an zg chise and cele- 
brated Writer, „ avho fbould willfully fall down, and break a 
« Leg, or an Arm, becauſe he knew there was a ſkillful Surgros at 
& Hand to ſet ii. See the F jurth of Five Letters to the Rev. 
Mr. F. Printed for Dilly, 1771. 4 Matth. xi. 25. 


f 


T- 
hear him declare, that Man liveth not by Bread 
alone, but by every Word that procedeth out of the 
Mouth of Go. Nay, that he very Hairs of our 
Head are all numbered] by him who made them. 
That it is Gop, who maketh his Sun 10 riſe, and 
Rain to deſcend 5: That He feedeth the Fowls of 
the Air, and clothes the Herbage of the Fieldsh; and 
that a Angle Sparrow falleth not to the Ground with- 
out our Father's ' Will and Direction. Much leſs 
can Events of a ſuperior Kind, and of ſtill more 
important Conſequence, come to paſs at random 
or by Accident; Witneſs thoſe Words of CHRIST 
to Pilate : Thou couldſt have no Power at all againſt 
me, except it was given thee from above kx. No leſs 
peremptory and explicit 1s the Church, in her De- 
nial of Chance, and in her Recognition of abſolute 
Providence, Gov, ſays ſhe, © worketh all Things, 
in his ſecret Judgement, to his own Pleaſure.” 
% FEpicures they be, who imagine that he walketh 
* about the Coaſts of the Heavens, and hath no 
« Reſpect of theſe inferior Things, but that all theſe 
« Things ſhouid procede either by Chance, or at Ad- 
« venture, or elſe by Diſpoſition of Fortune; and 
«© Gop to have no Stroke in them: What other 
« Thing is this, than to ſay, as the Fool ſuppoſeth in 
4 his Heart, there is no God m? Perſuant to theſe 
Reflections, ſhe addreſſes the Supreme Being under 
| 11% al 


Matth. iv. 4. id. x. 30. id. v. 45. 
» lid. vi. 26 30. i Ibid. x. 29. * John xix. 11. 
+ Hom, for Ragat. Pt. 1. m id. Pt. 2. 
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the Character of Him whoſe NEVERFAILING 
Providence ordereth ALL Things both in mm 
$ and. Earth.”.” 

XIV. The Immortality of the 1 Soul, its ſe- 
parate Exiſtence, Conſciouſneſs, and Atiivity, in a 
State of Detachment from the Body; together with 


its immediate Puniſhment or Beatification, as ſoon 


as diſlodged by Death; were all ſtrongly inculcated 


by the great Author of our Faith. Fear not tben 
that kill the Body, but dub are not able to kill the 


Soul o. He preached the ſame Doctrine in his ex- 
piring Moments, when a Croſs was his Pulpit, and 
when the Converſion of a dying Malefactor was 
the laſt Seal of his Miniſtry : To-day ſhalt thou, i. e. 
ſhall thy Soul, be with me in Paradiſe v. How clear 
and forcible is that other Declaration of his, Gop 
#s not the God of the Dead, i. e. of the Dead only; 
of the Bodies of Men, or of that Part of Man 
which dyes; but of the Living : of that alſo which 


ſurvives z even their Souls: for all live to Him 1 


in the ſeparate State; either glorified as Temples 


of his Grace, or pyniſhed as Monuments of his 


Diſpleaſure, To add but one more Teſtimony : 


whether we conſider the Account of Lazarus and 


the Rich Man, as a Parable, ar a Fact; the n- 


ſtantanecus Conveyance of the former on Angels? 


Wings to Abraham's Boſam, and the no leſs 12. 
fantaneous Puniſhment of the latter — together with 


| | the 
» Coll. for the 8th Sunday after Trin. » Matth. x, 28. 
1. Luke xxili. 43. 4 4, xx, 38. . Avi. 
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1 38 1 
the Converſation which paſſed, or was ſuppoſed to 
paſs, between the glorified Soul of Abraham, and the 
tormented Soul of the agonizing Sinner — plainly 
prove, that the Spirit of Man is neither extinguiſhed 
by Death, nor reduced to a dormant, inſenſible 
State: hut either ſoars directly into the Heights of 
Joy, or directly plunges into the Abyſs of Woe, 
To this, the Church ſubſcribes; or ſhe would not 
pray, In the Hour of Death - - good Lord, 


e deliver us: nor give it as her ſtedfaft Belief, 


that the Dead, who dye in the Lord, are bleſſed 
* FROM HENCEFORTH *,” a , i. e. ar T8 Wh, 
& nunc, from the very Iuſtaut they expire. In her 
admirable Commendatory Prayer, ſhe humbly com- 
mits © the Soul of the dying Perſon into the 


Hands of its Creator and Savior: and, in the Fu- 


neral Office, affirms, that ©* ihe Souls of the Faith- 
« ful, after they are delivered from the Burden of the 
« Fleſh, are with Gop in Foy and Felicity.“ I am 
the more particular in citing theſe Teſtimonies of 
the Church on this Subject, as the equally anti- 
ſcriptural and unphiloſophical Doctrine of Soul. 
feeping has, of late, made great Progreſs among 
ſome who yet paſs for Church- men. 

XV. Laſtly, The Reſurrettion of the sa ME dew. 
tical Body that dies, and the final Glorification of the. 
Ele in Soul and Body © e, cloſe the Rear of 


that 

Funeral Service, from Rev. xiv. * | 
t Hence it .< lows, that Heaven muſt be a Place, as well 
as a Sate. Which I, farther, argu- thus: | I. It 


[39 1 


that Creed which Jesvs taught, This is the Will 


ef him who 4 me, that, of all which be has given 


me, 


J. It is —_ ſo termed in Holy e I go, ſays 
 _ CuxrisrT, 10 prepare a PLACE for vn; ccpEU ,t ET pure 
TOHON ur. And when I go, and ſball prepare a pPLacs far 
you, I quill come again, and take you to myſelf, ira brov eisi £Y@s 


that WARE (here is the abi) J am, ye may be alſo, John xiv. 


2, 3. This is ſeveral Times repeated. Chap, xii. 26. Kat 


'ONOY aj exw, EKEL xa; 0 S1x01@- 6 tu@ ira, and WH ERE | 
Jam, THERE alſa ſhall the Servant, who is mine, be, and Chap. 


xvii. 24, Father, I will that they alſo, whom thou haſt given me, 
be wwith me, ONOT eU c WHERE F am: and where is that ? 


In the higheſt Heaven; for it follows, that they may Behold ny 


Glory: even that Glory which He had with the Father, before 
the World <vas, verſ. 5. And, in Rev, xxii. 5, it is ſaid con- 
cerning Heaven, w# un eg a EKEI, There hall be no Night 
TukRE. Now, ſetting apart all needleſs metaphyfical Diſ- 
tinctions, a Place is That, de guo rette prædicartur ubi ibi. 
Whatever has a real Exiſtence, muſt exiſt ſomewhere : accord- 
ing to the old Axiom, quod nullibi eſt, nibil eſt:ꝰ and that 
ſemeaubere (be it Earth, Hell, or Heaven) is, to ſpeak intel- 
ligibly, the Place of the Thing or Perſon there exiſting, It 
may be ſaid, that «© the Word Place ſeems not to agree with 


« the Nature of Spirits,” It may not altogether, according 


to our Notion of Place: but as I find the Son of Gop ap- 
plying the Word Place to Heaven itſelf, and deſcribing one 
by the other, I cannot prevail with myſelf to give up the 
Term Place: at leaſt, *till I find another more ſuitable. Shall 
we exchange it for State? but this is ob/curum per ob/curius. 
Suppoſe a Being to he in a certain Stare or Condition, without 
at the ſame Time taking in the Idea of Place, or ſomething 
analogus to it, and we ate more in the Dark than before, 
Alicubitas determinata is a Circumſtance eflential to every finite 
Thing that exiſts: 9 Em, it muſt be alicubi. Sever theſe 

| « a wo two 
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; 7 ſhould loſe none, but ſhould raiſe it up again a 


; the 


two if you can, Ens nullibi is the groſſeſt of Abſurdities: 


The Word State; refers to a Perſon's Greatneſs or Meanneſs, 
Happineſs or Miſery, Knowledge or Ignorance, &c. and can 
a Perſon, or intelligent Subſiſtence, be either great or mean; 
happy or miſerable, h. e. can he be in any State at all, with- 
out being at the ſame Time in aliqno ibi? or can the To awe 
be predicated of one, concerning whom the re s cannot ? 


'— Nor is Heaven alone termed a Place: the Region of con- 


demned Spirits is likewiſe ſo called. Left they tome alſo into this 
PLace of Torment, ſaid the departed Senſualiſt, Luke xvi. 28: 


And Judas is ſaid to have fallen by Tranſgrefſh Fon, that he * 


go to his own PLACE, Acts 1, 27. 

IT. If Heaven be not a Place, T would be glad to dls 
where the glorified Body of CHRIST is, with which He aſcend- 
ed Whither did it aſcend 70? Where are the Bodies of Enoch 
and Elijah? It in Heaven, Heaven muſt be the 74 i, or 
Place, where they are. In ſhort, if we deny the Locality of 
Eeaven, we mult, together with That, deny that CuRISTH 
reſumed his own material Body at his Reſurrection, and that 
He aſcended in it to the Right Hand of Gop : i. e. we muſt 
commence Infidels at once; I would further aſk ; where will 
the Bodies of the Saints be, after the univerſal Judgement ? 
will they not enter into Heaven? and can Bodies be in Heaven; 

and Heaven not be the Place of thoſe Bodies ? Nay, I aſk, 
whether even the Scu/ of a Believer can; aſter Death, be with 
Cnalsr (which the Scriptures aſſure us it is), without U6szry ? 
How, moreover, could Paul, previous to his Death, be canght 
up c s TfiTs Wavy, 70 the third Heaven, or wg Toy pH eto, 
into Paradiſe (which two Expreſſions are Terms ſynonymus, 
as appears by the Apoſtle s reciprocating them, 2 Cor. xii. 2, 40, 
and that too, perhaps, er owl, in his Body as well as Soul ;. 
if the Third Heaven be not a Place, or ſome determinate bi ? 
What! a Man caught up — zowhither ? could he go EIS 
| | | TY 
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the laſt Day v. — e Hour is coming, when all, that 
are in the Graves, ſhall hrar bis Voice, and come 


forth: they, that have done good, to the Reſurrection 


of Life : and they, that Have done evil, to the Re- 
ſurrection of Condemnation v. That the Church, in 


theſe Points likewiſe, is the faithful Echo of her 


Maſter's Voice, I need not ſtay to prove. 
SUCH are the ineſtimable Truths; which the 


Diſciples of Arius, Arminius, and Socinus, are la- 


boring to wreſt from our Hands. How muſt In- 
dels, on one Side; and Papiſts, on the other; exult 
to ſee any Part (though, bleſſed be Gop, it is a 
very ſmall Part indeed) of the Eſtabliſned Clergy, 


laying the Train, and holding the Match; to blow 


up that very Church, of which Gop and Mah have ; 
conſpired to make them the nominal Guardians ! 
Adverting to ſuch falſe Breibren, may ſhe not too 


juſtly complain, He that eateth my Bread layeth great 


Wait for me; and hath lifted up his Heel againſt me ? 


Yea, the Hand of 'him that betrayeth me 1s with me 
on theTable? Conſidering the Quarter, from whence 


the late Application to Parliament aroſe, it may be 
5 | con- 


&:.00d eicany INTO Paradiſe, and that Paradiſe not be hal ?. 
Place, according to Sir Iſaac Newton's Definition, is Par: 
Spatii quam Corpus occupat': either, therefore, the Bodies of the 
Saints zever will be in Heaven (which would infer a flat De- 
nial of the Reſurtection); and the Body of CurisT is not in 


Heaven (which but to imagine, were Infidelity indeed); or 


Heaven may be, is, and muſt be, truly and properly, local. 


S FARES NE Wenn eh Se 


John vi. 39. » bid. v. 29. 
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conſidered 'as one of the moſt abandoned Efforts 
that ever were made: ſo conſummately flagitious, 
that the very Party themſelves thought proper to 
maſqne the Battery, and play it off (as much as 
they could) in the Dark, They publiſhed their 
Petition; but took Care, not to publiſh their Names: 
though their Names would not have taken up more 
Room than their Petition. Thus, every one that 
doth evil, hateth the Light, neither cometh to the 
Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved : : but he that 
doth Truth, cometh to the Light, inſtead of ſhrinking 
from it, that bis Deeds may be made manifeſt that 
they are wrought in Gop. Not ſo wrought was the 
Deed, by which thoſe Gentlemen violated their 
Promiſes to Gov, trampled on the Supremacy of 
the King, treated the Epiſcopal Bench as Cyphers, 
and labored to deſtroy the F aith they had lolemnly 
engaged to preach, 

To fay, that The Church would be en 
« ſecured by ſubſcribing only to the Scriptures at 
large; is a mere Pretence, far too thin to con- 
cele the cloven Foot which lurks beneath. Arians 
and Socinians profeſs to believe the Bible. Papi/ts, 
Arminians, and Pelagians, profeſs the ſame. So does 
every Sect, which affects to ſhelter itſelf under the 
Name of Chriſtianity. — Beſides : upon the Peti- 
tioners? own Principles, Subſcription to the Bible 
itſelf would bear quite as hard on /ome Men, as 


Subſcription. t to the Liturgy and Articles -is ſup- 
poſed 
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poſed to do on others, One Man may be every 


Whit: as SINCERE in Infidelity, ag another can be 
in Heteradoxy. And if, in after Times, a Candi- 


date for holy Orders ſhould happen to be an In- 
fidel, it would (according to the Mode of Rea- 
ſoning adopted by the Feathery Divines) be full as 


grievous an Encroachment on the Right of private 
Judgement, to inſiſt on ſuch a Man's ſubſcribing 
to the Scriptures ; as it can poſſibly be, to inſiſt, 


on other People's ſubſcribing to the Thirty-nine Ar- 


ticles. If the Exaction of the latter is now cryed 


out againſt, as an Impoſition ; fo, in a ſhort Time, 
would the former. And with full as: much Reaſon : 
for, can it be proved, That Gop has given Here- 
tics a Charter of Eaſe, to the Excluſion of poor 


Tnfidels? The Socinian goes but one Step farther 


than the Arian: and the Deiſt goes but one Step 
beyond the Socinian. Is the Difference of a ſingle 
Step ſo very important, that every Eccleſiaſtical 
Door muſt be thrown wide open, to; admit the 
Bible - ſubſcribing Socinian ; while the non- ſub- 
ſcribing Infidel has every Door flung in his Face, 
though he ſtand but a few Inches from his admit- 
ted Neighbor, yea, ſo near him, that their Elbows 
might touch? Would not a Deiſt, a Mahometan, 
a Few, a Pagan, or a Papiſt, have as much Cauſe, 
in that Caſe, to exclaim, as an Arian or Socinian 
pretends to have now I conclude, therefore, that 
nnn to the Bible; and Subſcription to the 


Liturgy, 
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Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies; ſtand on one 4 
the ſame Bottom: and the Argument, for aboliſh- 
ing Subſcription to Theſe, would hold, with equal 
Force, for the Abolition of Subſcription to That. 


It is manifeſt, therefore, to what Point the ſuper- 


ſeding Project ultimately tends, 
The plain Truth ſeems to be, that the Peti- 


tioners wiſh to diveſt the Church of a Power, which 
even a Free- maſon's Club juſtly poſſeſs (I mean 
the Power of expecting Conformity. to herſelf, from 


all whom ſhe admits into her Boſom); only that 


they themſelves may fit down to the Loaves and 


Fiſhes, without the Trouble of previouſly ſaying 
Grace, They want to be ſupported at the public 
Expence, for doing nothing, and for believing no- 
thing. But, in ſuch a Caſe, would not the Wiſe 
dom of Legiſlature ſoon begin to aſk this reaſon - 
able Queſtion, * Why all this #afte of Tythes and 
Church. Lands on a uſeleſs Body of Men?” And 
would not a ſpeedy Reſumption of both be the na- 
tural Conſequence ? It certainly would, if the Le- 


giſlature were in their Senſes, Let the Petitioners, 


therefore, lay at leaſt Shi to Heart, in due Seaſon, 


If they care not for the Doctrines, which they have 


_ ſolemnly ſubſcribed ; let them, however, take Heed 
to what they confeſſedly love, even the Bag, and 
that which is therein". Though they have no Re- 
gard to the Ark of Gop, yet let them prudently 
take ſome « Thought for the Security of their Diana, 


_ Giergy: 


” John xii. 6. 
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- Clergymen of this Caſt, are very apt to com- 


plain of the Contempt which is thrown upon them. 
But is it at all ſurprizing, that any, who are Ritual 


Conformiſts and avowed Doctrinai Diſſenters, ſhould 


be diſliked for their, Want of Integrity, and deſpiſed 
for their Inſignificancy ? How pertinent, and ſo- 


lemn, are thoſe Words of Gon, by the Prophet! 
The Prieft's Lips ſhould: keep Knowledge, and Men 
| ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth; for be is the Mef- 


ſenger of the Lox of Haſts. But ye are departed 


out of the Way; ye have cauſed many to ſtumble at | 


the Law; ye have corrupted the Covenant of Levi, 
ſaith the Logp of Hoſts : therefore have I alſo made 
you. contemptible and baſe before all the People, ac- 
cording as ye bave not kept my Ways, but have been 


| t in the Law, Mal. ii. 


In a Letter of Mr. Pope's (if I 1 not ), 


Mentivi 1 is made of an Eaſtern Fable, to this Ef-. 
fect: The Owls and Batts once joined, in a Peti- 
tion, to Jupiter, againſt the Sun; humbly ſhewing, 


that his Beams were ſo inſufferably troubleſome, 


that the Petitioners could not fly abroad with Com- 
fort, but were kept Priſoners, in their reſpective 

Receſſes, for at leaſt twelve Hours out of the 
twenty- four. Jupiter, ſeeing Phebus ſhortly after, 
informed him of the Application he had received; 
adding, I ſball, however, take no Notice of the Pe- 


tition : and be it youR Buſineſs to Fo Jeurſelf 
by SHINING, 
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May the Sentiment be verified in the Clergy of 


the Eſtabliſhment, at this critical and perilous 


Juncture! Let us be careful to and in the good 
old Ways, and ſtedfaſtly abide by the Doctrines of 
the Reformation, which are found to quadrate ſo 
exactly with the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed Gon. 
Be it our Care, at once to avenge and heal the 
Wounds of our ſacred Mother the Church, by 


_ SRINING in her Defence: by holding forth and 


holding up the Word of Life, purely, without 


Mixture; :Meekly, without Malevolence, yet In- 


trepidly, without Fear or Shame; Honeſtly, without 
Self-ſeeking ; Fully, without Reſerve, without Par- 


2 Plato, the Philoſopher, nad a Nephew hehe Speufoppus } 
whoſe Morals were fo intolerably diſſolute, that his Parents 
diſcarded him and turned him out of Doors. Plato then 
took him into his own Houſe, to live with Him. While there, 
the amiable Philoſopher did not endeavor to reclaim him by 
dry Lectures and diſguſtful Expoſtulations: but ſtrove to 
make him in Love with Virtue, by the Brightneſs of his own 


Example, The Expedient ſucceded. Speufippus, at once 6 


ſhamed and charmed by the Practical Eloquence of his Uncle's 


blameleſs Life; grew reformed on Principle, and, afterwards, 


became, himſelf, a very eminent Philoſopher, — Are We de- 


firous of winning Souls to CHRIST, and of demonſtrating our- 


ſelves to be Children of Gop ? our Exhortations and our Pro- 
fefion mult have the Sanction of our own EXamMPLE : which, 


more than all the ſtudied Oratory in the Werld; more than 

all the cold Harangues on the“ moral Fitneſs gf Things,“ 

and the Brauty and Expediency of Virtue; will bring 
Df ; | Glory 
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ing all Diligence to order every Part of our ow 


moral Demeanor, as becometh the Goſpel of 
_ CurisT: Giving no juſt Cauſe of Offence, in any 


Thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed ; but in all 


_ Things approving ourſelves as the Minifters of God, 
by Pureneſs, by Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, by 


Kindneſs, by the Holy Ghost, by Love unfeigned, 
by the Word of Truth, by the Power of God, by the 
Armor of Righteouſneſs on the Right Hand and on the 


Lefty. That, when the deſtined Seaſon arrives, at 


which we muſt give Account of our Stewardſhip to 
the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, we may be 


found "of Him in Peace; watching, praying, la- 
boring: and aſcend, from our Maſter's Work, to 


our Maſter's Joy, as Cincinnatus was found buſy at 
his Plough, when called to the Dictatorſhip of 
Rome. | 


. Glory to God, Honor to EONS Comfort to our own 


Minds, and ſolidly edify Thoſe to whom we miniſter and with 


whom we converſe, Thus reaſons the Apoſtle Paul: Den 
that teacheſt another, teachefi thou not thyſelf Thou that preacheſt, 


A Man fpould not | fleal; deft Thou fral ? Thou that ſayeft, A 


Man fhould not commit Adultery ; deft Thou commit Adultery ? 


Thou that makeſt thy Bea of the Lam, through breaking the Low 
diſbonoreſt thou Gop ? Rom, ii. 21 — 23, 
Y 2 Cor. vi, 3— 7. 
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